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Working together for healthier streams and river through community participation and kaitiakitanga 
News, views and information on the sustainable management and biodiversity restoration of the Whau River Catchment 

 

 
Kia ora koutou - Greetings to you all 
 
 

June 2019                                                                

                                             
 

Biosecurity: Rosebank Peninsula Volunteers update  

 
Recently, there has been an expansion on the Rosebank trap line. 
Valspar, on Patiki Rd, has allowed us to gain access to their land to 
put 5 more DOC 200 traps in - with success! After only being in 
place for 2 days, our first rat was caught in this area. Along with 
volunteer help, regular monitoring of these new traps has been put 
in place, a postive step forward in pest control. We are hoping that 
this area will be a rat hotspot and to expand the trap line even futher.  
The traps on the north - eastern tip of the Rosebank Peninsula have 
also had success. The next step is to expand even futher south 
along the water side and to involve the local neighbouring 
businesses.  
Any NEW volunteers that are interested in helping monitor the traps 
please get in touch with us! Email info@whauriver.org.nz to talk to 
Greta or phone the WRCT Office. 

 
 

Ecological Restoration– Whau River Regatta and Clean-up 

 
The Friends of the Whau held our first ever ‘River Regatta and 
Clean-up’ event at Archibald Park on the 9th of June. We had an 
amazing turn out, from the public, the West End Rowing Club, the 
New Lynn Sea Scouts and Sea Cleaners all getting involved – 
resulting in 70+ people coming along! We managed to not only fill a 
9cu.m bin, but it overflowed with another 50 rubbish bags full of litter 
from the Whau River banks and surrounding parks.  
A huge thank you to all that came along on the day, and to the 
Rosebank Business Association for gifting the prizes. We plan on 
holding the same event next summer in April or May, so keep an 
eye out if you are interested in coming along. 
 
 

   Find us on Facebook 
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Environmental Education – Active Learning Eastdale Reserve Planting  

 
On Saturday June 22nd a small planting was held at Eastdale 
Reserve. A keen neighbour had organised the area to be planted, 
wanting to involve locals in an enrichment planting session to help 
keep pest weeds out of the area (as she weeds the area herself and 
was getting sick of the weeds overwhelming her!). The Whau River 
Catchment Trust ran an education session on native plants and the 
best practise for planting. We then put this best practise into action 
and 100 plants were planted out. Most of the volunteers had never 
planted before, so were very thankful to leave having lent a hand 
and gained some knowledge. There are to be three more planting 
sessions at the reserve with a range of different groups coming out. 
If you are interested in a planting session, or any form of 
Environmental Education event (nature walks, biodiversity surveys, 
marine surveys etc.) don’t hesitate to contact 
tegan@whauriver.org.nz and we will do our best to help! 

 

Environmental Education – Waicare Water Monitoring 

 
On June 26th, a Waicare team member from Auckland Council came 
out to Blockhouse Bay recreational Reserve to train WRCT staff and 
FOW volunteers, showing us how to monitor the chemical properties 
and macroinvertebrate biodiversity in our waterways. We found 
some interesting results in our training session, with a range of 
biodiversity being located (such as Horse Hair Worms and 
Mayflies). We are lucky enough to have two streams on site, so are 
looking to set up a long term monitoring system. If you are 
interested in coming along to learn more about how to monitor the 
stream health, or would like help setting up monitoring in a stream 
near your home or park, please contact tegan@whauriver.org.nz 
 
 
 

 

Community Science –Te Whau Biodiversity Survey 2019 

 

WRCT’s FOW volunteers have been recording observations in the 

Whau River catchment since 2015. However, the majority of these 

observations (excluding the ‘BioBlitz’ and surveys with particular 

timeframes) have been relatively random and without a particular 

focus. The WRCT 2019 Biodiversity Survey is now well underway, 

with all observations recorded on iNaturalist (within the Whau 

Catchment project site) automatically being added to the survey!  

We are looking for people to regularly (every 2 weeks to a month) 

make observation by taking photos of the wildlife in their backyards 

or local parks etc., then to upload the images to iNaturalist or if you 

prefer email them to tegan@whauriver.org.nz with the date they 

were taken and the approximate  location. You can also learn how 

to use your mobile phone, which is even easier to do. If you are 

interested in helping out please email Tegan and follow the WRCT 

2019 Biodiversity Survey Facebook Page for regular updates and 

instructions. 
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Native Butterfly of the Month – Monarch 

 

It is not known when Monarch Butterflies came to New Zealand as 

they have no hard parts in their bodies, so cannot form fossils. We 

do have enough knowledge to classify the Monarch as a New 

Zealand native, as it established here on its own. It is not endemic 

to New Zealand though, being found on several continents. New 

Zealand monarchs migrate to local overwintering grounds in more 

temperate NZ locations including Christchurch and Tauranga Bay in 

the winter. The temperature in these regions doesn’t typically go 

below 10° C which suits the monarchs well. If you are wanting to 

host monarchs in your garden, they need two types of plants - 

nectar sources (flowers) on which the adult butterflies sustain 

themselves, and a host plant for the female butterflies to lay their 

eggs on (Swan Plants). If you are interested in learning more about 

monarchs there is a butterfly garden in the Blockhouse Bay 

Reserve. Swing by the office and we can show you where to look, 

and even put you in contact with the butterfly lady if you want to 

know more. 

 

Native Plant of the Month – Kauri (Agathis australis) 

 
Kauri forests once covered 1.2 million ha from the Far North of 
Northland to Te Kauri, near Kawhia and were common when the 
first people arrived around 1,000 years ago. The decline of Kauri 
began with the arrival of European settlers in the 1700s to 1800s 
who realised the trunks of young kauri were ideal for ships' masts 
and spars, and for building. Kauri trees are special as their leaves 
are high in tannins, and they live for so long, which allows them to 
modify the soil they live on and create unique habitats. Many other 
native trees reside in kauri forests, such as totara, rata and towai.  
Now kauri is facing a new threat. Kauri dieback a fungus-type 
disease that has no known cure. We can help reduce its spread by 
cleaning boots and equipment and avoiding kauri tree roots. Any 
movement of soil around the roots of trees could spread the 
disease. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Native Bird of the Month – Tūī (Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae) 

 
Tūī are unique to New Zealand and belong to the honeyeater family, 
which means they feed mainly on nectar from flowers of native 
plants. They are important pollinators of many native trees and will 
fly large distances, especially during winter for their favourite foods. 
They feed mainly on nectar from flowers of native plants such as 
kōwhai, puriri, rewarewa, kahikatea, pohutukawa, rātā and flax. 
Occasionally they will eat insects too. Protective of their living 
space, tūī have been known to defend themselves against magpies 
and even 'mob' harriers. The tūī has suffered in the past with the 
introduction of predators such as possums, feral cats, rats, stoats, 
and ferrets, and the destruction of habitat. A good sign of a 
successful restoration programme in areas of New Zealand, is the 
sound of the tūī warbling in surrounding shrubs. 
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Pest of the Month – Rat (Rattus rattus, Rattus norvegicus and Rattus exulans) 

 
Three species of rats are present in New Zealand, all of which were 
introduced here. The ship rat (Rattus rattus) is the most commonly 
found rat in New Zealand. The other two species are the Norway 
Rat and the Pacific Rat (kiore). Kiore are unique because of their 
association with the migration of Polynesians throughout the Pacific, 
and their cultural and spiritual values to some iwi Māori. This cultural 
interest in kiore is recognised when planning eradication 
programmes. All three species have a major impact– eating birds, 
fruit, weta, eggs, chicks, larvae and flowers. The varied diet of rats 
also makes them competitors with native wildlife for food sources. 
Regular predator control will help to keep rat numbers low. 

 

Givealittle Donation Facts 

 
Plants cost on the average around $4.00each to buy at trade price.  
50,000 plants will cost around $200,000. The purchase of some of 
the plants are funded by Auckland Council but the rest we need to 
raise the money to buy plants. So you can help by supporting our 
Givealittle campaign for the WRCT to purchase native plants for our 
restoration sites. Replacing weeds with natives, restoring wildlife 
habitats back to the River. 
 
The cost to prepare a site before planting and then to maintain it 
weed free for 2-3 years costs a considerable amount of money. As 
Volunteers can only do so much, the rest of the job often requires 
experienced Council approved Contractors to help manage a site. 
 

YOU Can Make a Difference - Show your support for the local environment through our Givealittle Page  

 
The work of the WRCT and FOW can now be supported through 
Givealittle. So it is now possible for you to personally make a 
financial contribution, supporting the ongoing good work already 
underway helping to protect the Whau River, and for the continued 
restoration of wild life habitats within the Whau River catchment. 
Money raised will go towards purchase of ecosourced native 
plants, weed control, litter bins, and generally help with supporting 
volunteer restoration events for 2019-20. 
Thank you to all those people who have already made a donation 
CLICK HERE TO MAKE A DONATION  
 
 

Donations & Other Ways to Support the WRCT/FOW 

 
As a charitable Trust WRCT/FOW relies on the generosity and 
goodwill of individuals, corporates and funding organisations so we 
can keep doing what we do so well – improving the natural 
environment of the Whau River catchment for everyone to enjoy 
now and in the future.  
 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO FIND OUT MORE  
 
If you or anyone you know would like to donate goods, services, 
time or make a financial donation or a bequest, please contact 
Gilbert at gilbert@whauriver.org.nz or phone 09-827 3374. We 
would love to hear from you and discuss how you can help! 
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FOW Quality Supporters Apparel – Last of the Summer T Shirts for FOW Volunteers 

 
How about supporting FOW by purchasing a FOW Volunteer T Shirt 
for when you come out to help.  
100% Cotton 150-180gsm - Different colours available M or W 
 
$31.00 
 
http://fow.printmighty.co.nz/products/fow-volunteer-mens-tee-premium 
 

Help promote the work of FOW Volunteers. You can now buy quality 
Friends of the Whau T-shirts, Sweat Shirts, Hoodies, Singlets, 
Raglan Shirts, Canvas Bags and other apparel to show your support 
for Friends of the Whau. 
A portion of the sales will go to Friends of the Whau 
Support Friends of the Whau http://fow.printmighty.co.nz/products 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 
Further details on our Website and Facebook Page 

 

Date / Time Event Who  Site 

June - Oct 2019  
Contact us for a date and 
time to suit you 

Planting and Mulching  All Welcome 
(Contact WRCT) 
tegan@whauriver.org.nz 

Kurt Brehmer Walkway and 
Rosebank Peninsula East 

All 2019 
Flexible hours to suit you 

Biodiversity Survey All welcome  
 (Contact WRCT) 
tegan@whauriver.org.nz 

All of the Whau River 
Catchment 

All 2019  
Contact us for a time & 
date to suit you 

Predator Control – helping 
to check our trap line 

Volunteers (Contact Greta)  
info@whauriver.org.nz 

Rosebank Peninsula 

August 7th 2019 
10am  

Tiroroa Working Bee 
Planting 

All Welcome  
(Contact WRCT) 
tegan@whauriver.org.nz 

Tiroroa Esplanade Reserve 
Te Whau Pathway 

August 25th 2019 Tiroroa Working Bee 
Planting 

All Welcome 
(Contact WRCT) 
tegan@whauriver.org.nz 

Tiroroa Esplanade Reserve 
Te Whau Pathway 

 
Contact the office for more details (09) 627-3372 or email info@whauriver.org.nz for further details. 
Website link http://whauriver.wixsite.com/whauriver/events-1 
 
 

 

Pest Control Rosebank Peninsula 2019 – Regular FOW Volunteers wanted days/time to suit. 

 
FOW Volunteers are urgently needed to help with the animal pest control programme at Rosebank Peninsula and at 
other locations on a regular basis. WRCT do not use poisons but use carefully controlled selective trapping methods. 
Our main animal pests are rats, mice, possums, and stoats. 
Contact Greta at info@whauriver.org.nz OR phone 021 167 4998 
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Regular FOW Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Wednesday morning Friends of the Whau Volunteers meet every Wednesday to work on a range of sites and 
tasks, learning more about our catchment as well as getting the job done. Get in touch with Gilbert if you would like to 
be added to the email list for this informal group. Sessions run 10am – 12 noon. 0274 378867 or 
info@whauriver.org.nz 
 
Weekend Friends of the Whau Volunteers – Due to popular demand, if you’re tied up during the week, we now 
have more opportunities for you to join us on the weekends. Session times will vary to fit with the calendar, so check 
first with Gilbert, where possible we will keep them to mornings 10am – 12pm. All are welcome to get active helping us 
looking after our stream sides with a range of tasks and sites. Check out our website and Facebook page for details or 
drop Gilbert a text on 0274 378867 or email info@whauriver.org.nz to find out what’s happening at future events. 
 
WRCT Internships 2019-20: The WRCT has volunteer Intern positions currently available. Internships may be part-
time or full-time. A typical internship lasts between 1 and 4 months but can be shorter or longer. 
The two primary types of internships are: 
  

o Work experience internship: Most often this will be in the second or third year of the school period. The 
placement can be from 2 months to one full school year. During this period, the student is expected to use the 
things he/she has learned in school and put them into practice. This way the student gains work experience in 
their field of study. The gained experience will be helpful to finish the final year of study. 

o Research internship (graduation) or dissertation internship: This is mostly done by students who are in their 
final year. With this kind of internship a student does research for the Trust. The Trust can have something 
that we feel needs researching, or the student can choose a topic themselves. The results of the research 
study will be put in a report and often will be presented. 

  
Another type of internship growing in popularity is the virtual internship, in which the intern works remotely, and is not 
physically present at the job location. It provides the capacity to gain job experience without the conventional 
requirement of being physically present in an office. The internship is conducted via virtual means, such as phone, 
email, and internet communication. Virtual interns generally have the opportunity to work at their own pace. 
 
Please contact Gilbert Brakey at gilbert@whauriver.org.nz for further details. 
 
 

 
 
Stay in touch with us via Facebook and our website for more events and latest details.  
 

 

 
 

 
For lots more info go to our website at http://whauriver.org.nz/ 
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Contacts 

 
To contact the WRCT Office – Phone the office on 09)627-3372 or email info@whauriver.org.nz 
 
To contact Greta – Biosecurity Coordinator phone the office or email info@whauriver.org.nz 
 
To contact Tegan Illingworth – Ecological Restoration Coordinator phone the office or 021 295 0302 or email 
tegan@whauriver.org.nz  
 
To contact Atu Fanguna – Office Administrator phone the office or 021 839 187 or email atu@whauriver.org.nz  
 
To contact Gilbert Brakey – Chair / Manager phone the office or 0274 378867 or email gilbert@whauriver.org.nz 

 
 

   
  

 

 
We gratefully acknowledge the support of Foundation North, Auckland Council RENH, and The Trusts Community 
Foundation, Sustainable Business Network – Million Metres Streams Crowd Funding Project, the World Wild Life Fund, 
The Trusts (West Auckland). 
Auckland Council: Whau Local Board, Auckland Council’s Parks Central West, Healthy Waters & the Environmental 
Services Unit.  
Companies: Mitre !0 New Lynn, Te Ngahere (2009) Ltd, TreeWorx Ltd, Asplundh NZ Ltd., Methven NZ Ltd. & the Rosebank 
Business Association. 
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